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On behalf of Babe Ruth League, Inc., we want to sincerely thank you for the extra efforts you put forth in
helping make 2020 as successful and enjoyable as possible for our participants. As an organization, we are
cxuemcly proud of all our voluniccrs who did <verything possibic 1o have a scason whon it was safc 1o do
s0. This demonstrated the commitment and quality of our volunteess. It was not about finishing the local
league season and selecting the All-Star team. It was about providing a healthy educational program for as
many kids as possible. As a result of this pandemic, we all should realize how important our community-
based programs are to communitics and delicve this spirit will carry over to the 2021 scason. Thank you

again for a great job this past season!

The Babe Ruth League, Inc. International Board of Directors has approved the following rule changes
beginning with the 2021 scason. These changes will be reflected in the 2021 Babe Ruth League, Inc. Rules
and Regulations for the baschall and softball divisions.

Ruls C‘\an‘pqlﬁariﬂmtim for the 2021 Seacon

1. Rule 0.01; Number 7 - BACKGROUND CHECKS: Babe Ruth League requires all managers,
coaches, and volunteers with consistent active engagement with players to register with our National
Athletic Safety Program for Background Checks and Abuse Preveation Training. Babe Ruth
League, Inc. chartered leagues are required to conduct a pationwide background check on all
managers, coaches, Board of Directors, and any other persons, volunteers, or hired workers, who
provide regular service to the league and/or have repetitive acoess 1o, or contact with, players. Once
a volunteer has successtully completed the background check, it is valid for a two (2) year period
from the date of completion. (Cal Ripken Bascball, Babe Ruth Bascball, Babe Ruth Softball)

2. Rule 0.02; Number 2 - Babe Ruth Baseball 16-18 Division — Any player born prios 1o May 1, 2005
and on or after Januvary 1, 2002 will be cligible for Babe Ruth 16-18 League competition. Aay player
eligible to participate in high school athletics will be eligible (o participate in the Babe Ruth
League 16-18 Division. Any player born in 2002, 2003 and 2004 is eligible for the Babe Ruth
Bascball 16-18 Division. Players born in January, February, March, and April of 2005 must play in
the 16-18 Division.

3. Rule 6.10 and Rule 11.05 - Number 12 - Babe Ruth Bascball 16-18 Division - Designated Hitter
(DH) (Local League Option and Toumament Play) - Any Babe Ruth 16-18 League may elect to use
the Designated Hitter Rule option for the pitcher only. The rule provides as follows:



The hitter may be designated to bat for the starting pitcher and all subsequent pitchers in a game
without otherwise affecting the status of the pitcher(s) in the game. A Designated Hitter for the
pitcher must be selected prior 10 the game and must be included in the lineup cards presented o
the Umpise-in-Chicf.

The Designated Hitter named in the starting lincup must bat at least one time unless the opposing
team changes pitchers. It is not mandatory that a team designate a hitter for the pitcher, but
failure to do so prior to the game precludes the use of a Designated Hitter for that game.

Pinch hitters for a Designated Hitter may be used. Any substitute hitter for a Designated Hitter
becomes the Designated Hitter.

A runner may be substituted for the Designated Hitter and the runner assumes the role of
Designated Hitter. A Designated Hitter may not pinch run or be used as a courtesy runner.

A Designated Hitter is locked into the batting order. No multiple substitutions may be made that
will alter the batting rotation of the Designated Hitter.

Once the game pitcher is switched from the mound to a defensive position, then this move shall
terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game.

Once the game pitcher bats for the Designated Hitter, then this move shall terminate the
Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game. (The game pitcher may oaly piach- hit for
the Designated Hitter.)

Once a Designated Hitter assumes a defensive position, then this move shall terminate the
Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game. A substitute for the Designated Hitter need
not be announced until it is the Designated Hitter's turn to bat.

A 1615 League may use bul Uie Exia Flayer (KF) and (e Designaied Mier (DH) a4 gane.
If one o1 both start the game, the team must finish the game in accordance with the Extra Player
and Designated Hitter rules.

(6.10 NOTE: Babe Ruth Bascball Rule 6.10 docs not apply to the Babe Ruth Bascball 1315

Division or Cal Ripken Bascball Division.)

Local League Option and Tournament Regulation Rule 11.05; Number 12 - Babe Ruth Baseball
16-18 Division - Courtesy Runners - At any time, the team at bat may wse courtesy runners for the
pitcher and/or the catcher. [n the event the offensive team bats around, the pitcher and/or catcher
who had a courtesy runner inserted on their behall may bat in their normal position in the batting
ondsr.

3.

b.
c.

-

The same individual ruaner may not be used for both positions (pitcher and catcher) during the
game.

Neither the pitcher nor the catcher will be required to Jeave the game under such circumstances.
Players who have participated in the game in any other capacity are ineligible 10 serve as courtesy
runners.

A player may not run as a courtesy runner for the pitcher or the catcher and then be used as a
substitute for another player in that half inning. If an injury, illness, or ¢jection occurs and no
other runners are avallable, the courtesy runner may be used as a substitute,

The Umpire-in-Chiel shall record courtesy runner participation and announce it to the scorer.
A plaver who violates the countesy runnér rule is considered an illegal substitute. Should an
injury. illness or epction occur 1o the conrtesy runner, another courtesy runner for the pitcher or
catcher may run.



